caste anyway, 48 represented in the
wide divergencs In public and private
sularies? 1L takes a lot of nerve for
those getting $5,000 and §10,000 sal-
aries to suggest a 10 per cent reduc-
tion for the tesching and clerical
forces, especially when it is well
konown that the ten district superin-
tendents are superannuated dead
timber costing the city $50.000 per
year, not one of them being able to
hoid a real teaching job a month
without & “pull“—A. Worthington,
7140 Normal ave.

RELIGION AND THE PUBLIC
SCHOOLS—The charges and coun-
ter charges appearing in the dally
press concerninng the Injection of the
religious issue into politics sppears
to dodge the real issue. It Is aufe to
asmume that any writer or any pub-
Heation that atiempts to confuse
these subjects In the minds of the
voters is not a rellable public guide
upon any matter of lmportance to
the public.

Religion, as commonly understood,
refers simply to man's relations with
his Creator, Politics has to do with
man’s relations to man, and includes
his theories as to the best forms of
government and the best methods of
satablishing and muintaining them.

Everybody recognizes the fact that | Day

religion in ltself hes nothing to do
with a man's qualifications for of-
fice, and any person who votes either
for or nguinst a candidafe solely on
pecount of his religious bellefs, dis-
regarding all other considerations, Is
not & loysl American citizen.

But, the guestion Is, where should
we draw the line between religious
belief and politieal conviction? 1If,
for instance, I am firmly convinced
that our public schools wre n yital ne-
cesaity and Indispensable foundation
for the malntenance and perpetua-
tion of our free government, Is It not

a political duty for me to uphold *

them to the best of my ability? 1If I
ombly oppose the candidicy of

nection with any Institution that Is
openly and avowedly antagonistic to
aur publle schools, am I necessarily
a religious bigot, becanse that insti-
tution calls itsalf religious?

Thess are important guestions, and
questions which cannot ba evaded or
avoided by mny person who desires
to discharge his political responsibil-
itles as an American eltizen. Any ln-
dividual unbissed enough to ration-
ally consider the question must know
that the maintenanes and welfare of
our public schools is most emphat-
leally not a religious question. Ie
must also Enow that it Is & political
guestion, since upon the broad, non-
sectarian education of our children
for Intelligent citizenship depends
the whaole theory of our government,
Therefore, he must inevitably regard
with suspicion any writer or any pub-
lication that ralses the ery of bigotry
when such issues as these arise.

The hurling of epithets neither
proves nor disproves anything. On
the contrary, It raises a
strong supposition that such & per-
son s unwilling to submit his propo-
gition to the searchiight of bonest
thought—N. B. T. _

LABOR'S OPPORTUNITY —Iav-
ing been & constant reader of The
Book slmost from lis first lssue
I take the liberty of writing you about
the opportunities the working class
have today. Iam but a humble toil-
er and am not prejudiced agalnst any
man because he Is wealthy.

Any business man s jostified fn
making a fair profit out of his invest-
ment, but in a statement that Henry
Ford of Detroit made recently, the
workers are the offes that produce
the profits, but they do not get a fair
share of them, If the workers were
treated falrly in the matter of wages
as well as their working condition
they would not be compelled to have
Inbor unions to fight for thelr rights,
but they would have the en L
ment to work falthfully, bacause thay

person upon the basia of his con- | know {hey are being treated fairiy,




